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My 4 1958
¥r, David D. Thomas
Acting Administeator
Federal Aviation Administration
Department of Transportation . - -
Washingbon, D. C, 20590

Dear ¥r. Fhomas:

During the course of the Bosrd's investigation of an accident
involving imerican Airlines Flight 290, a Bocing 727-100 series air~
craft, at Springfield, Illinois, September 23, 1968, certain aspects
relating to the emergency evacuation of the alreraft have shown a
need for safety altention.

The flight had made an wischeduled landing because of a report
that elght sticks of dynamite were aboard, Suosequent to landing, an
emergency evacuation was made; hovever, the stevardesses vere unshle
to hook the retainer bar of the inflatable slide Lo the floor at the
emergency galley service cxit., For this reason, this exit was not used
during the evacustion, It would appear that the inscrtion of the reo-
tainer bar under less trying conditions would insure the correcth posi-
vioning of this bar and accelerate avallability of the slide, as well
as eliminats the roseibility of a malfunction wider actual cnergency
conditions. A requirement Tor insertion of the bar pricr to the air-
craft's departure from the ramp area would Increasc the chances for
usability of the slide when needed.

The investigebion revealed that the only injuries which cscurred
during the evacuabion of the aircraft resulied when passengers jumped
from the leading edge of the vings to the ground. jin examinabion of the
alr carrier's printed cards used o supplenont the oral briefing of
bassengers, required by Section 121.571(h) of rart 121 of jthe Pederal
Aviation Rsgulations, disclossd the absence of any reference to direchion
of departure from the wing vhenever over-the-wing exits are used as a
neans of evacuatiocn. The inclusion of d'racticnal guldance information
on this card would direct the passengers te an exit point on the wing
whers the chances of injury would be minimised.

The investzabion slso revesled that the ventral Stalrs were not
uged doring the evacuation of the aircrsit eveir though they were in
operable condibion. For this reason, Lt would be advisable Tor zll air
carrier flighicrer personnsl to revier the basic philosophy behind any
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evacuation. For example, the a2iv carrier involved in the rGLGVnnce .
accident has incorporasted indo thelr cperabtions manual the fellcring:
Puwas $o Uuss all cabin exits that arve nob Jowed, blocked by flx;, or
ctherwise rendered unusablel"

in view of the abuve, the Board submits the following reemendationsi-
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A1l air carrlers be required to heve the retainer bar for
all dccvd“ wted glides placed in luulbi'w {for slide
deployment ab the floor-levsl eserponcy exiis prior o

the alrc L&ft' departure fron the romp for £light. This
1 i & .

bar should not be rasoved untlil the aircralt is vuarked
at the rowm. This is “CC\thBﬂ”d a3 an interim noasure
since it ls recomniszed that the PLG sently eflfective pru~
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visiong of Section 25.009(f3 (1) of rark 25 of the Fedzral
Aviaticn degulaticons which provide for antonatlic deplojuent
of slides at all floor-level itz will be rcavououlvrlJ
anplied bo gll pass C.fu?-Carfjl ar eiveraflt afber Seplouber 39,
1257, by the provi
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sicns of doobien 121, BJH(d)( ; of Part 121.

aA inspector- rerlod il printed csrds uesd by the alw
carriors Lo supp! he oral brisfinz o e cre tw"t
they inclede clear 1 ...‘:trl:-_-c: bios ghoilng the

;;;zr'w"ww*o s 1 leaving the wing .‘_w.-t.m_i
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the adreradt.

ALl ziv cazyrricrs ro =e, through thelr orcy
projrans, the bhasic ~hy of energoucy cvabus
thats 21l cabin exits U t “ro nob jonwed, blocle

or oherviise rondercd umnsable (inclnding vents
should be usad Lo the *tcan r,ﬁaC‘ ahily pOumibl(

Our porsonnel have discusosd the aforementicned problea araas with
- ,—}:‘
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botives of your Flight ctaandords ServiCe.

Tureaw of Avigbion v&‘( by is availabls to ““DVLqﬂ you with
Voinfoermation or asglstance.

doserh J. ot vcth cll, Jre
Chalrman
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